However, the exact context of most of these bones are unclear, and it seems likely that they include both naturally deposited bones, and bones eroded from Māori middens [1, 2] . A summary of bird bones from the area was presented by Scarlett [1] , who identified the presence of several extinct and regionally extirpated taxa, including four of the currently accepted moa species. The sampled chicken bone was collected from Mussel Point (NZ Archaeological Association site number Q29/1), yet has no other metadata associated with it. However, remains of at least two moa species, Emeus crassus and Euryapteryx gravis have also been collected at Mussel Point [3, 4] , and a Māori midden yielding bones of extinct birds has been noted there [5] . Therefore, despite the unclear context of bones from the site, we felt that the association with bones of moa (moa became extinct within the first 200 years of human settlement [6] ) and other pre-European extinct birds (Fig. S1) , and the relative proximity of Mussel Point to one of New Zealand's earliest archaeological sites at Wairau Bar [7] , made the bone a suitable candidate for analysis.
Fyffe's Site, eastern South Island (c. 42° 25.3' S, 173° 42.5' E). We sampled a chicken bone collected from the "Fyffe site" (NZ Archaeological Association site number S49/46) at Avoca Point, Kaikoura [8] . A spatially dense complex of archaeological sites at Avoca Point were excavated in the 1980s, and included sites dating from the moa hunting period (pre-1450 AD) right up until the post-European era [9] . Fyffe's Site includes a complex of different occupation layers, from an early Māori midden through to later occupations by gardeners and whalers [9−11] . The exact context of the chicken bone could not be determined, but associated material from the same collection includes bones of moa and other pre-European extinct birds (Fig. S1) . and a large number of moa [12] . A relatively high-proportion of preEuropean fauna were present in the deposit (Fig. S1 ). All archaeological sites on Redcliffs Flat that have been radiocarbon dated have returned ages from the earliest settlement phase (pre-AD1450) [13] . Trotter [12] notes that "Some bird bone 
